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SPORT AND SOCIETY FOR ARETE
September 8, 1993
The 1993 U.S. Open comes to its conclusion this weekend in New
York. When it opened nearly two weeks ago it looked like it
would be most notable for the people who were not there.
Foremost among the missing were Monica Seles and Jimmy Conners.
Both players held news conferences to discuss their current
condition. Seles was not in action because of the stabbing
several months ago at the German Open. She now has missed the
last three grand slam events, and is yet to swing a racket. No
date is set for her return.
As for Connors, the New York crowd favorite announced that he
would not be playing this year. His presence was considered so
important that a spot in the draw was held for him until the
last moment. Connors has been big news on the Stadium Court for
several years now, with perhaps no match in recent years as
dramatic as his come from behind five setter in 1991 which ended
at about three in the morning.
Noticeable also by his absence is Jim Pierce, the father of Mary
Pierce, who became famous when the Women's Tennis Council banned
him from all 1993 events following his violent behavior at the
French Open. Two weeks ago the story got worse when Mary Pierce,
in a Sports Illustrated interview, admitted that her father had
verbally and physically abused her and other members of her
family over the past several years. This is more than the story
of an abusive parent at a sporting event. It goes deeper, into
the dark underside of human behavior, and the annals of child
abuse.
The list of those missing in action began to grow rapidly. In
the first round Michael Korda, Michael Stich, Andre Agassi, and
Ivan Lendl were eliminated from the men's draw, along with the
5th seed, Sergi Bruguera. On the women's side Mary Jo Fernandez
dropped out just before the tournament began, and Leila Meskhi
went out in the first round. In the second round the defending
men's champion Stefan Edberg was upset. The second week of play
began with the elimination of the women's third seed, Martina
Navratolova, the men's fourth seed Boris Becker and the first
seed, Jim Courier.
It has been a peculiar and record setting U.S. Open.

The other missing person is the man who is responsible for
starting this tournament, someone who is almost never mentioned.
That would be James Gordon Bennett Jr. a wealthy sportsman of
the mid-nineteenth century. Bennett was the heir to the New York
Herald newspaper fortune, and a wild character who played freely
with his father's fortune.
Bennett first captured national headlines in 1866 when he
skippered his yacht in a transatlantic race against two other
ships. He won $60,000 in side bets and six of his crew members
lost their lives when swept overboard during a storm. This race
led directly to the first challenge for the America's cup by the
British in 1870.
Bennett was also responsible for introducing polo into the
United States in 1876, helped form the Westchester Polo Club in
New York, and hosted the first international polo match at
Newport in 1886. In the early 1870's Bennett was also
responsible for the promotion of intercollegiate track and field
championships.
In 1878 James Gordon Bennett Jr. secured a guest card to
Newport's most prestigious club, The Reading Room. Bennett then
dared an English friend, a military officer, to ride a horse up
the steps and into the front hall of the Reading Room. He did,
and the result was that club members revoked Bennett's guest
privileges. In retaliation Bennett built a lavish sports club
called the Casino just down the street, and it became the site
of the first thirty-four men's U.S. Open tennis championships.
Bennett's flamboyance led him into further trouble with the New
York Four Hundred. At a New Year's Day gathering at his fiance's
home, Bennett relieved himself in the fireplace. There were
those who took offence. A beating by and duel with his fiance's
brother followed. Bennentt was then ostracized by the New York
social set, and forced into exile in Paris.
There Bennett continued his sporting activities working with
Baron Pierre de Coubertin to set up the modern Olympics. He also
began publishing the Herald in a Paris edition, and it remains
in publication to this day as the International Herald-Tribune.
So this weekend as the U.S. Open crowns its champions think of
all those who are not there, but especially of James Gordon
Bennett Jr. international sportsman and eccentric, who
contributed so much to the development of sport, and especially
to the U.S.Open Tennis Championships.

On Sport and Society this is Dick Crepeau reminding you that you
don't have to be a good sport to be a bad loser.
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